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For Your Calendar 

 
The next General Meeting will be held on 

January 2, at 3:00 p.m. at the Showcase. 

 

Colette Pitcher will offer a painting demo 

for the program to kick off the new year!  

 

Members will be asked to ratify the new 

slate of office bearers at the meeting. 

 

 

"In art, there is room for all possibilities" ñ Picasso 

A Few Words onéThe Urge to Show Share  
 

Here we are in a deep recession that some say is as bad as ñthe Greatò 

one, yet every week, especially First Fridays, there are more show openings to 

attend than anyone has time enough to catch them all.  Chances of sales, we 

are all painfully aware, are slim to none, yet artists are as eager to submit 

works to these venues as everðmaybe more so.  In search of reconciling this 

apparent paradox, I took an informal poll of my artist friends, asking them 

what their motivation was in entering shows.  Responses were divided into 

fairly predictable categories: 

 

1. Feedback motivators, including validation, encouragement or help in 

recognizing or changing the direction of oneôs work. It can be fun and 

often educational to ñhang-outò anonymously in front of oneôs own 

painting in a show to eavesdrop on the unsolicited critiques of those 

passing by.  

2. Confidence building.  In the early stages of oneôs artistic development, 

we all need to feel that we have at least a seed of what everyone calls 

talent.   

3. Validation.  In considering the scope of validation as a motive for 

entering shows, it seems synonymous with feedback and perhaps 

overlaps the building of confidence as well.  Giving it unique meaning in 

this context, however, a person seeking validation may be surrounded by 

family members or friends who have little or no knowledge or 

understanding of what constitutes real quality in artwork.  For these 

artists, sometimes well along in their development of technique and style, 

being accepted into competitive, high profile shows provides an 

endorsement of decisions already made.  It can elevate someone from the 

status of a lone voice crying in the wilderness into the company of others 

that ñare just like me.ò 

4. Awards.  As a motivational factor, the winning of awards in a show can 

be mixed (depending on the motivation).  Consider, just for fun, the 

motivation of differing personalities: for many, an award is a fun bonus 

to being in a show.  It adds an element of encouragement to keep going in 

the same direction.  For a very accomplished artist whose reason for 

entering shows is largely marketing, participation in the same local shows 

every year virtually assures an award.  People in the area who repeatedly 

see awards going to the same person may be more motivated to buy art or 

take lessons from that artist.  On the other hand, some people with the 

same pattern may be in need of a little encouragement from friends to 

accept the challenge of entering more selective shows. Still another artist 

may take the other extreme by entering shows of which there is perhaps 

only a twenty-five percent chance of even being accepted.  An award 

from one of those shows can become an addictive shot-in-the-arm. 
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GAA Officers for 2011 

PresidentðGail Rowe   352-3890 

Vice President ð Alan Adler  339-9162                

Recording Secretary ð Ann Roche            381-8040 

TreasurerðMarcy Trahan                              330-6396 

Publicity ð Delilah Fiechter  351-6677                    

Programsð Colette Pitcher                            356-8593 

Newsletter ð May W. Yipp            405-6900 

Membership ð Claudia Edwards               378-6572    

Member-at-LargeðFrancis Denning          353-1051 

Member-at-LargeðJean Mark                    284-5316 

Past President ðPatty Schlabaugh  330-0793              

HistorianðMarilyn Mathews                     330-7275 

Web Manager ðJudith Meyer          356-1742 

Greeley Art Association 
 

The purpose of the Greeley Art Association shall be 

to open communication among artists, to promote and 

encourage increased involvement in the arts through 

education, to share knowledge, to cooperate in pro-

moting our mutual understanding and appreciation of 

the arts, andðfor those so motivated ð to foster the 

betterment of our art and its marketability. 

5. Hope for sales.  Although we all have our fantasies and 

shows do sell artwork, sales doesnôt seem to top 

anyoneôs list of reasons to show. 

When we show our work, we are raising the blinds over 

the windows of our minds. Itôs a very brave thing to do, 

setting something out there for people to see and tear apart. 

But should we probe deeper into the desire to display our 

creations on the walls of varied venues from coffee shops to 

New York galleries we might discover something quite 

simple. Perhaps the root reason is the urge to share, the 

primitive kindergarten love for ñshow and tell.ò  We have 

something we love to do, and when we do it, the result is 

something we love to look at.  Itôs only natural that we want 

to share that experience with others.  Itôs really not that 

difficult after all to understand why art shows are as popular 

as ever and not a far-fetched guess that they will continue to 

be so. 

 

 

Happy painting to all,  

 

Barbara Wolf  

 

GAA dues are payable in January, 2012.  However, if dues are received by December 31, 2011, you are 

eligible for a $10.00 discount on your entry into the GAA Art from the Heart Show in February of 2012. 

(Entry form is at greeleyartassociation.org)  Membership also entitles you to a reduced entry fee into the 

Miniature show in November as well as many other benefits.  Remember that if you have a web page on 

the GAA website, there is a $10.00 renewal fee in addition to your dues.  This allows you to update and 

make changes to your website during the year. 

  

The treasurerôs stocking (mailbox) is empty at Showcase.  Please put a smile on her face and fill it for 

Christmas with your dues!  Please note on your check on the memo line if amount includes a couples 

dues and web renewals.  Thanks. 
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Thalo Magazine  

 

The following information is from Ellen Cunningham, the 

Assistant Editor of thalo magazine (www.thalo.com): 

 

thalo® is an online-only magazine designed to be a 

comprehensive inspirational resource for creative people. 

This publication serves as a resource to inspire, enlighten, 

and inform all types of artists. 

  

Articles, Interviews and Videos 

We have 21 different categories ranging from fine art to 

web design to selling your work. Within those categories 

we'll be constantly adding articles, interviews, and videos, 

so be sure to check back often for new, exclusive content! 

  

Our articles are written by artists, professors, and industry 

professionals, giving you a unique glimpse into the world 

of art. The site also contains a video section called 

thaloTV® which showcases interviews and documentaries 

on a wide range of topics. These "backstage looks" let you 

explore the world behind the art; whether it's on set with 

the creators of major films, or hearing from the Division 

of Education at the Metropolitan Museum of Art. 

  

Contests 

We also have a Contests section, allowing you to submit 

artwork and compete with artists from across the country. 

 

Jobs and Careers 

We also have a Jobs/Careers section where you can post a 

resume and/or a portfolio, or post a job opportunity. 

  

We invite you to join thalo® and check out the different 

sections of our site as we grow this inspirational magazine 

for our creative community. 

 

 

Wet Canvas  

 

www.wetcanvas.com is a forum on the internet for visual 

artists. 

 

Members can post in the forums, start or join new art 

projects, read hundreds of art lessons, participate in and 

learn from critiques, access thousands of reference photos 

for artwork, and read about art selling tools.  The basic 

membership is free. 

 

Painterõs Keys 

 

www.painterskeys.com is a website hosted by artist 

Robert Genn, and membership is also free. There is 

opportunity to sign up for the free twice weekly 

newsletter, view artist demo videos and other resources. 

For a fee, artists can be a part of the virtual gallery and sell 

their work through this website, or advertise art shows, 

workshops and studio openings.  Members can find out 

about the shows and workshops free on this site.  

 

 

Smithsonian Museum Conservation 

Institute  

 

http://www.si.edu/mci/index.html is the website of the 

Smithsonian Museum Conservation Institute.  This is a 

great site for those who love technical stuff and have a 

desire to learn about conservation of art materials. I went 

there to look up the pros and cons of varnishing an acrylic 

painting, and learnt some very useful information. It is a 

treasure trove of interesting topics, for anyone interested 

in going deeper into the technical and physico-chemical 

aspects of our work.  

Proposed Officers for 2012 

 
At the January regular meeting, members will be asked 

to ratify this slate: 

 

PresidentðGail Rowe   352-3890 

Vice President ð Alan Adler  339-9162                

Recording Secretary ð Sandy Baird 353-1534 

TreasurerðMarcy Trahan                     330-6396 

Publicity ð                    

Programsð Six Person Committee 

 

 

 

 

 

Newsletter ð May W. Yipp            405-6900 

Membership ð Sharon Shores  720-317-9920  

Member-at-Largeð Colette Pitcher        356-8593 

Member-at-LargeðAnn Roche            381-8040 

Past President ðPatty Schlabaugh 330-0793              

HistorianðMarilyn Mathews                  330-7275 

Web Manager ðJudith Meyer          356-1742 

Learning Opportunities On -Line  

http://www.thalo.com


Colette Picks Egg  

Looking to 

Steal!  

Stealing Coletteõs  

             Egg!  

Nice Pick!  

Thrilled with 

Salt & Pepper 

Shakers!  

Opening...  
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December Program 
Over twenty members attended the December Program, which was held during after work hours so that more could participate. 

Members brought and enjoyed pot luck food and drinks, swapped Artist Trading Cards and exchanged White Elephant gifts. It 

was an evening of great fun and we have pictures to prove this! Thanks to Judy Meyer for being our photographer of the 

event and supplying the captions.  

The success of the Artist Trading Card swap prompted members to suggest that this be an on-going activity for every general 

meeting. So, folks, do continue to bring your ATCs to the next meeting and barter away! 
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January Program  
 

 

The next General Meeting will be held on January 2, at 

3:00 p.m. at the Showcase. 

 

Colette Pitcher will offer a painting demo for the program 

to kick off the new year!  

 

Donôt forget to bring your Artist Trading Cards with you 

and trade with your favorite artists! 

 

 

Shows to Enter  

 

National Greeley Art Exhibition call to entry forms 

will be available in January.  
 

 

Shows to See  
 

 

The Dragon's Cache will host "Five Golden Rings",  
 

a show that features the works of Carol Farrell, Delilah 

Fiechter, Gail Rowe, Marcy Trahan, and May Yipp.  The 

show will run from Dec. 2 to 26 at The Dragon's Cache, 

1109 7th Street. 

 

Looking Through the Kaleidoscope 
 

Mixed Media Collage and Assemblage, an art exhibit by 

Sylvia Falconer, at the Unitarian-Universalist Church of 

Greeley, 929 15th  St. and 10th Ave. The artist will be present 

to talk with the public on First Friday from 5 to 6:30 pm. 

The Exhibit will continue through January 22, 2012. Open 

also Sundays 10:30 am-12 noon.  

 

Write with Matches 

 
a program of poetry by young performance poets is planned 

for the last half of the First Friday event, 6:30 until 8 pm or 

so. Donations welcomed. Sponsored by Chalice Arts.  

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Workshops& Classes  
 

2012 Showcase Art Classes  

 

The ñClass Passò for 2012 - $25 per month - Attend 

as many weekly groups as you like: 

 
Mondays 3-5 PM Video on second, third, fourth Monday of 

month.   

Tuesdays 2:30-4:30 PM Watercolor Divas 

Tuesday Portrait Group 9-10 AM  Live model 

Tuesdays 10:15-noon video in oil and acrylic painting 

Wednesday after school drawing and videos 4-6 PM 

Friday afternoon club ï video paint along 3-5 PM 

New this session are video workshops using the Artist 

Network University videos.  
 

Acrylic classes at Michaels   
 
Thursdays 4-6 PM Greeley Michaels (970-506-6697) 

Grumbacher certified instructor, Colette Pitcher teaching.  

Call Michaels to register.  Discounted materials kits 

available at Michaels ($49 tote bag includes canvas, 

brushes, and paint). Students will complete a landscape 

painting in one class.  Class price discounted 40% first time 

to $27.  Each class you will make a complete painting.   

 
On-Line Classes at www.LivingWatercolor.com 
 

This is the place to begin.  At your own pace, as many times 

as you wish, any time of the day or night, you can watch 

videos by Colette Pitcher teaching you the basics and some 

advanced techniques in watercolor. One month of unlimited 

classes $14.95 or $150/year.   

 

 
Color Master Class workshop in watercolor with 

Dora Hagge 
September 24-28, 2012   $225 

 

Showcase, 1335 Eighth Avenue 

Greeley, CO  

(Colette Pitcher) 970-356-8593 

or e-mail Colette@ColettePitcher.com 

 
 

 

Membersõ Resources 

http://www.livingwatercolor.com/
mailto:Colette@ColettePitcher.com



